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Chapter 1
The Sociology as Science

Objectives :

After reading the following
text you should be able to answer
the following questions :

I.  What is sociology”’

II. What are the public and
private uses of sociology?

1. What is the relationship
between :

a. sociology and psychology,

h. sociology and economics,

sociology and political

€2

sciences,
sociology and social work,

o p

sociology and history,
sociology and geography?
IV. Who contributes to the
development of sociology?

b

Terms :

Science

Social Sciences
Social facts
Sociology
Psvchology
Social psychology
Economics
Political Science
Saocial work
History
Anthropology
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Geography

Human society

Theological stage
Metaphysical stage
Positivistic stage

Social static

Social dynamics

Social laws

Value free

Evolutionary development
Mechanical solidarity
Organic solidarity

Division of labor

Rules of sociological method
The Elementary forms of religious
life

Suicide

Social phenomenon

Social system

Adaption to the environment
Goal attainment

Pattern maintenance

Integration
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Origin of Sociology

The term
coined by the French philosopher
1857). It
treaks down into socio (society) and

soclology  was
August comte (1798

logy (science of), giving us an
initial definition of sociology as the
science of society.

Although sociology originated
in France, most present day
sociologists reside in the United
States. This is so party because of
the many institutions of higher

education and the establishment of

sociology as an important discipline
within these institutions.
Definition of Sociology :

Sociology is the "science or
study of the origin, development,
organization,
human society". (Ladies, 1983, p.&)
Sociologists study human society
and social behavior, and they focus
pn groups, institutions, and social
organization. There are several
areas of study within the discipline
of society. For example, sociologists
specialize in such areas as small
groups, large-scale organizations,

race relations, religion,

and functioning of
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marriage and the family, social
problems, collective behavior,
criminology and demography, age
and sex roles, and the sociology

of medicine and law (ibid, p.9).

Sociology is part of the family
of social science, which includes
psychology, anthropology,
economics, and political science.
All social sciences are concerned
with the "why's" of human behavior.
But although they share the same
basic subject matter each focuses on
a different aspect of that subject.
Whereas psychologists for example,
study internal sources of behavior,
external

behavior.

sociologists study
influences on
Psychologists focus on personality —
on the behavior and attitudes that
are characteristic of a person
regardless of  the
Sociologists focus on social roles —
on the behavior and attitudes that
are characteristic of people in a
given situation regardless of their
individual personalities.

situation.
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Uses of Sociology :

First, because it is concerned
with every aspect of social life,
sociology should interest every
social being. An understanding of
sociological principles can be useful
to us in our daily lives because they
are concerned with an enormous
range of events.

Second, even if you are not
interested in a career in sociology, i
offers valuable preparation for other
types of careers. If you interest lies
in business, law, education,
medicine, social work, public
administration, politics, or any
profession dealing with people,
social life, sociology can be a useful
major since it provides a wealth of
knowledge that can be applied to
any of these fields.

Thirds, sociology can teach us
to consider perspectives other than
our own and to look beyond the
individual in our efforts fo
understand  individual behavior.
Sociology familiarizes us with a
range of theoretical explanations of
how people think and act, how
societies' structures change, and
how society operates.
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Fourth, and perhaps most
important, sociology can help us
understand ourselves and our
positions in society. People can
understand themselves only in the
context of the society in which they
live (Eshleman, 1983).

Sociology and the other Social
Sciences:
Sociology and Psychology:

Psychologists study what goes
on inside your head and adjourning
parts of vour body. They study such
things as thinking and emotions. As
a wvery general distinction,
psychology deals with individuals,
and sociology deals with what goes
on among individuals.

Sociology and psychology
have important things to say to each
other, of course. How a person
thinks and feels will affect the way
he or she interacts with other
people, and those interactions will
affect how he or she think and feels.
A special field called "Social
Psychology”, in fact, addresses the
links between sociology and
psychology (Spencer, 1982, p.5).

The main distinction, between
psychology and sociology, then is
one of emphasis, with psychology
emphasizing the personal and
sociology emphasizing the
interpersonal.

e o) caa¥l e 2l g laag bl
Liclin ol 5 Licaiil agh o Laeluy plaal
Doaghs of Lol G aadiaayy adinal
Optsny g pinall Bl A Ll gl
VAAY altl) L4
650 s baiz W1 aplally plader ¥ ale
§ e | s § f Lok ok
b oo e i) elele oy
o s elael 3 (5 may o0 Loy aliad
il gally SEIL S Ll e py gl
plaa¥l ale o8 «opalall S 508
e Jalay Laiy ¢ol ) pa Jolaly
A 3 Le ga plaanyl
-.’-'Ll_.:l:l EI\.__A.-JJ-‘:!FIJ L_;..u!.L_TI] ﬂ
ay ko) el M clegiy ablanll 48 b
s g pedlly Sall 8 L gl
Oa—aY) g Lgs Jeliy A A5kl e
e 02a el 353 ) 5% asa by
—mall padd W el y il 45 ok
g ollgh elin 1y 5l gl ols M
asb " olda¥l gull adaf' e gala
ale g glan¥l e gn cOLall dallasy
(Bum VAAY ¢ pusiau) il
i Y oo o D G
S Al b G plandl ple
O b A o e il dle S 5 Lald
ey Jladl y gl b 380

W«ﬁ
A'n
DY
a'n
Y
A'n
Y
a'n
Y
A'n
DY
a'n
Y
A'n
Y
a'n
Y
A'n
Y
a'n
Y
A'n
Y
a'n
Y
A'n
DY
a'n
Y
A'n
DY
a'n
Y
A'n
DY
"4
Y
"4
Y
"4
Y
"4
Y
"4

oVa oVa oVa oVa oVa oVa oVa oVa oVa oVa oVa oVa oVa oVa oVa oVa oVa
NRNRANRNRNRNRBNR AR VR AR NI AR ANRVRARHRINR

PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.pdffactory.com



http://www.pdffactory.com

A'n A'n A'n A'n A'n A'n A'n A'n A'n A'n A'n A'n A'n A'n A'n A'n A'n

%‘@%‘@%‘«@W@W@W@W@ NRNRSHNINS NS NE NS VS NS ?v'v@

?v'o@
A'A
Y
"4
Y
A'A
Y
"4
Y
A'A
Y
"4
Y
A'A
Y
"4
Y
A'A
Y
"4
Y
A'A
Y
"4
Y
A'A
Y
"4
Y
A'A
Y
"4
Y
A'A
Y
AVA
Y
AVA
Y
AVA
Y
AVA
Y
s

Sociology and Economics :
Economists study relationships
and interactions among people also,
but economics is more limited in
scope than sociology. Basically,
economists are interested in the
exchange of goods and services,
how people get what other people
have. Economic exchange is
important to sociology, too, but
sociologists study non-economic
relationships and interactions as
well (ibid, p.6).
Sociology and Political Science :
Political science is another
specialized field, focusing on power
relationships among people. Thus,
political scientists study different
kinds of government and the
interpersonal processes, such as
voting, war, and bureaucratic
administration,  through  which
power is exercised (Horton, 1980).

Power relationships are
important to sociology, just as
economic ones are, so political and
economics are both useful to
sociology.

Sociology and Social Work :

Many people confuse
sociology with social work.
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Basically, the differences in this:

social workers help people;

sociologists study people.

Sociologists are not against helping

people, and most sociologists

engage in helping people in many
ways. It is just that sociology is not
about helping; it is about
understanding.

At the same time
understanding people is often the
first step toward helping them.
Understanding social problems 1is
the first step toward solving them.
Sociology is applicable to the issue
of Thelping, and sociological
research is often specifically
designed to improve  social
conditions. Moreover, the efforts o
social workers often reflect the
understanding  that  sociology
provides. (Babbie, 1983).

Sociology and History :

Historians, as every one
knows, study the past. Sociologists
are usually more interested in the
present or the recent past. Historians
take pride in telling us in great
detail how a particular past event
actually happened. Sociologists like
to compare a set of similar events in
order to find out why some of them
turned out one way and some
another way.
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Sacivlogy and Geography :

Geography 1s concemned with
the relationship between human
beings and their natural
environment. Geographers usually
study particular areas such as
tropical forests,

Urban geographers and urban
sociologists some times work
together; they may, for example,
team up to study the impact of
various kinds of housing on family
life. (Spencer, 1982, p.6).
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Contributors for Developing Sociology
Auguste Comte (1798 — 1857) :
Auguste generally
recognized as the father of
betterment of

Comte,

sociology, took
society as his main concern.

We usually say that Auguste
Comte was the first real
sociologists. Comte, who coined the
word sociology, believed that
society is governed by certain
"social laws", just as the physical
universe is governed by certain
physical law. (Spencer, 1982, P.8).

According to Comte, society
tend to evolve through three stages
— the theological, the metaphysical,
and the positivistic stage or
scientific stage. He also
distinguished between social statics
and social dynamic.

Social statics means studying
the way by which different social
phenomena correlated with each
other in the total social structure,
while social dynamics means the
study of social progress e.g to
discover the processes of change in
the society. (ibid, p.9).

Herbert Spencer (1820 — 1903) :

Herbert Spencer an English
sociologist of the nineteenth
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He tried to apply the idea of
biological evolution to the study of
socictics. He suggested that there 1s
a gradual process of evolution in the

society  from  primitive  to
civilization.

Herbert Spencer was
comparing society with human

organism. He explaincd this idea in
his work principles of sociology.
The society, like a living organism,
consists of differentiated; but
interrelated parts.

The most important works of
Herbert Spencer were the Principles

of Sociology and the Study of
Sociology.

Emile Durkheim (1858 — 1917):

Emile Durkheim was bom
near Strasbourg in 1858, The
specific  work  of  sociology
according to him was to study not
individual but social facts and the
two main characteristics of social
facts were (a) that they were
exiernal to the individual and (b)
that they exercised constraint over
his conduct. (Ladis, 1983).

Like most other social thinkers
of his time Emile Durkheim tried to
develop wayvs of classifying societies
according to their stages of
evolutionary development.
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Unlike others, however, he was not
sure that societies would always
move towards perfection. In fact, he
saw modern society as going
downhill in certain respects.
Durkheim did, however, think
that there was a steady trend toward
greater specialization, for betier or
worse. He thought that members of
primitive societies were able to get
along together because their jobs
were so unspecialized that most of
them were familiar with the same
kinds of tasks. Having so much in
common, they thought alike and felt
close. Durkheim called this kind of
solidarity.
friendly,

closeness mechanical
(Solidarity = refers to
cooperative, mutual support among
members of a group). (Spencer
1982, p.10).

He argued that as populations
increase in size, they almost
necessarily develop job
specialization. Complex tasks need
experts who are more efficient
because they develop only certain
skills.
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With this division ot labor comes a
different tvpe of society, one in
which people have very different
experiences and points of view.
According to Durkheim modern
societies hold together on the basis
of organic solidarity. Your and |
may not feel close personally, but
we can still make contracts, do
business with each other, and agree
on certain rules and principles. We
cater to each other's interests. (ibid,
p.11). this is organic solidarity. Our
relationships yours and min-
represent at a later stage of
evolutionary  development  the
relationships among members of a
tribe or a peasant society. (ibid,
p.12).

Durkheim wrote four books :

1. Rules of Sociological method.

2. The Elementary Forms of
Religious Like.

3. Suicide.

4. The Division of Labor.

Max Weber (1864 — 1920):

The Berman sociologist Max
Weber wrote on a large number of
subjects, including religion, the
economy, politics, authority,
bureaucracy, the city, and music. He
was interested in explaining the rise
of capitalism, but unlike Marx, he
believed that systems of ideas
(including  religions) influence
economic hehavior. more that the

Bt oS edeell A il 1 s
ad gl ol gy S cadinall e cilide
S sy Al LS Cleagy A
poe iglal Apaall Sdladiaall Glb wlgS 55
R g geinnll B oll bl ‘JL [P
Sl ol paid o G s Y B W
bzand Vel Smiiy ey Sie Jeo LiSey
Jaly By e amliag fgalie o 38,
et Lo s 1363 (1) Ja) 1SLalatal K
Lty Lo LoDl By gsuianll 52m gl
STy bl e sk Al se 3
ol aaina ol A3 o0 Ly SN
(VY= aal )
Doty S Ang gl pleS 5pn IS Sy
.._:,r.:'_gﬁ_;“;” .E-&i'ﬂ el 48 Y
Tl slall 48,91 SN LY
o a3l LY
7y GRS G 2
P(1ATe— 1AL g ulle

1y oala ,-\,-u‘h'l glaal plle o8
Gl Lo Lay gl sall (a2 A
i KON | R CUP- WP VPR [P B0 S |
Sy - iragall y Aginally Aglal 8y il g
ol 4Sly idlad N Aag iy Liiga
Leg) AN Akl oy s ¢S e S

pedlean®l Aol | le 8% fdmall L

3»'«5
A'n
DY
a'n
Y
A'n
Y
a'n
Y
A'n
DY
a'n
Y
A'n
Y
a'n
Y
A'n
Y
a'n
Y
A'n
Y
a'n

LT

A'n

a8
oVa

LT

A'n

a8
oVa

LT

A'n

N

A'n

s

A'n

s

A'n

as

A'n

s

A'n

s

oVa oVa oVa oVa oVa oVa oVa oVa oVa oVa oVa oVa oVa oVa oVa oVa oVa
NRNRANRNRNRNRBNR AR VR AR NI AR ANRVRARHRINR

PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.pdffactory.com



http://www.pdffactory.com

A'n A'n A'n A'n A'n A'n A'n A'n A'n A'n A'n A'n A'n A'n A'n A'n A'n

%‘@%‘@%‘«@W@W@W@W@ NRNRSHNINS NS NE NS VS NS ?v'v@

?v'o@
A'A
Y
"4
Y
A'A
Y
"4
Y
A'A
Y
"4
Y
A'A
Y
"4
Y
A'A
Y
"4
Y
A'A
Y
"4
Y
A'A
Y
"4
Y
A'A
Y
"4
Y
A'A
Y
AVA
Y
AVA
Y
AVA
Y
AVA
Y
AVA

Weber defined sociology as
"the comprehensive science of
human action". He said that the
method used in the natural sciences
could not be used in the study of
society. This is because social
scientists cannot be objective like
natural scientists.

Durkhiem argued for an emphasis
on social factors beyond the
individual, but Weber argued for an
approach combining sociology and
psychology-asocial-pschological
approach. Finally, Weber advised
sociologists to be value free in their
research (Shepard, 1981, p.16); they
would not let personal biases affect
the conduct and out-come of their
research.

Samuel Stouffer (1900 — 1960):

Probably no one has done
more than Samual Stouffer to
establish  quantitative  research
method in  modem sociology.
Trained as a graduate student in the
"Chicage school," Stouffer earned a
fellowship in England where he
studied under the supervision of
Karl Pearson and R.A. Fisher, the
two men most responsible for the
development of statistics for use in
the social science. (Babbie, 1983,
p.98).
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Stouffer returned to the United
States, where he devoted his carcer
(o the use of sociological research in
addressing real problems. His
substantive interests included family
stability migration, mass media, and
fertility.

Talcott Parsons :

Though  Parsons is a
contemporary sociologist, he has an
important influence on modem
sociology. His most important
works are :

1. The social system.

2. The System of Modern Societies.

He considers socicties "Social
System". The social system has to
satisfy  four basic  functions.
According to Parsons these four
functions are necessary for the
operation of any social system.
They are :

1. Adaptation to the environment.

2. Goal attainment.

3. Pattern maintenance and lension
management.

4. Integration.
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Concept Review
Match each of the following terms
with the correct definition :
a. Psychology b. Historians
¢c. Sociology d. Political Science
e. Economics f. Geography
g. Social Statics h. Social Dynamics
1. Solidarity

1. Sociology the science or study of
the origin, development,
organization, and functioning of
human society.

2. Economics interested in the
exchange of goods and services.

3. Psychology study what goes on
inside your head and adjoining parts
of your body. It deals with
individuals.

4. Political Science focuses on
power relationships among people.
It is also studies the different kinds
of government and the interpersonal
processes.

5. Geographv concerned with the
relationship between human beings
and their natural environment.

0. Historians Study the past and tell
us in great detail how a particular

past event actually happened.

7. Solidarity refers to friendly, co-
operative, natural support among
members of a group.
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. Bocial Staties means studying the
way by which different social : "
phenomenae are correlated with Sl Aelda¥l el sl Ly a5
each other in the total structure. el y JSH oLl Lpany aa
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0. Social Dwvnamics means the
study of social progress e.g to
. & F 1

discover the processes of change in =5 Shlee Cilig) ol te elaa
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